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1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 10/16/2003 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-17 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 16 October 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), (JP 
2002-313428, filed 10/28/2002), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

ALLOWANCE 

2. Claims 1-17 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

An electron beam irradiation apparatus equipped with a plurality of electron 
detectors for detecting backscattered electrons generated when the electron beam Is 
irradiated on a mark, and facilitated with a defect detecting section for detecting a defect 
of any of the backscattered electron detectors based on the signal values attenuated by 
a plurality of attenuation sections, as recited in claims 1 and 17, has not been 
anticipated or rendered obvious by any prior art of record. 

Claim 9 is allowed for reciting a specific method for detecting a defect of any of 
backscattered electron detectors used the apparatus of claims 1 and 17. 

Claims 2-8 and 10-16 are also allowed because of their dependencies, either 
directly or indirectly, upon claims 1 , 9 or 17. 
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4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Communications 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernard E Souw whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2482. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R Lee can be reached on 571 272 2477. The central fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306 for regular communications as well as for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 
0956. 




